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copies as needed. 		
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CATEGORY
Please indicate the category for which this person is being nominated.

h	� HIV Care Award 
Presented to an individual who has shown outstanding dedication and effectiveness in the field of 
HIV care.

h	��� HIV Prevention Award 
Presented to an individual who has shown outstanding dedication and effectiveness in the field of 
HIV prevention.

h	� STD Award 
Presented to an individual who has shown outstanding dedication and effectiveness in the field of 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs).

h	� Health Disparities Reduction/Minority Health Award 
Presented to an individual who has shown outstanding dedication and effectiveness in the field of 
health disparities and/or minority health.

h	� Lifetime Achievement Award 
Presented to an individual who has demonstrated a longtime commitment in the field of STD  
and/or HIV.

PLEASE DESCRIBE WHY YOU ARE NOMINATING THIS PERSON. 
(You may use up to ONE additional sheet of paper.)

AWARDS NOMINATION FORM
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8:00 a.m.		
Registration and Full Breakfast with the 
Exhibitors

9:00 a.m.		
Welcome and Opening Remarks
Amna Osman, MPA, Director, Division of Health, Wellness 
and Disease Control, Michigan Department of Community 
Health

9:15 a.m.	
Keynote Address:  Harm Reduction:  A Broader 
Paradigm 
�SPEAKER: Alan Clear, Director, Harm Reduction  
Coalition, New York, NY

Most people are familiar with syringe exchange as a harm 
reduction practice for injection-drug users. It is a natural 
adjunct to more traditional abstinence-based approaches 
to drug use. However, harm reduction practices can also be 
applied to a broader paradigm of high risk scenarios—sexual 
behaviors among non-injection drug users, other kinds of 
substance abuse, and addressing complicating factors such 
as homelessness and mental health issues. 

As the Director of the Harm Reduction Coalition (HRC), 
Mr. Clear will discuss the challenges of these issues and 
HRC’s work to address them.  HRC has been a proponent of 
harm reduction philosophy since 1994 through its policies, 
trainings, publications, and conference work. It has focused 
on syringe access, hepatitis C, overdose, and low threshold 
drug treatment services. HRC’s work prioritizes drug users 
of color and/or poor persons who are hardest hit by health 
disparities—a condition exacerbated by drug problems.

10:30 a.m.		
Break with Exhibitors

11:00 a.m.		
Workshop Sessions:  Group A

1.	�	 Harm Reduction Track: 
		�R educing the Harm of Hepatitis: Injection 	

Drug Use as the Core of the Hepatitis C 		
Epidemic 
SPEAKER: Heather Lusk, BA, BS, Hepatitis C 
Coordinator, Hawaii Department of Health,  
Honolulu, HI

		�  Injection drug use is the core of the hepatitis C epidemic.  
In this workshop, differences between injection drug 

use-related HIV and hepatitis C transmission will be 
explored, along with specific factors contributing to 
higher rates of prevalence and incidence of hepatitis C  
in populations using injection drugs. This workshop also 
will address how developing programming �to effectively

		 address hepatitis C will �require the examination, adap-
		�  tion, and expansion of harm reduction efforts tradition-

ally used to prevent HIV. In addition to detailing specific 
harm reduction strategies for primary prevention of 
hepatitis C and the prevention of disease progression in 
those already infected, there will be discussion on how 
these strategies need to be integrated into existing  
programming. Finally, the dual threat of HIV and  
hepatitis C co-infection will be explored.

2.		� Substance Use Track:  
		� Issues of Class-ism:  Does It Really Make a 

Difference? 
��SPEAKER: Ruben Martinez, PhD, Director, Julian 
Samora Research Institute, Michigan State University, 
East Lansing, MI 

	�	�  History, experience, and studies have shown that a  
person’s perceived class in society will have an impact 
on what services they are offered (e.g., substance abuse 
or mental health treatment; prenatal HIV testing, etc.); 
where they are offered; whether they are sentenced to 
probation, jail, or prison for similar offenses; and how not  
having access to equal services may be having an impact 
on further transmission of HIV, STDs and hepatitis. This 	
interactive session will include basic information on how 	
the above issues contribute to disparities in health and 
the implications for our communities.

3.	  Care and Treatment Track: 
		 Meeting the Needs of Co-Infected Clients 	
		�  SPEAKER: James Sunstrum, MD, Medical Director, 	

Wayne County TB Clinic, Dearborn, MI 

		�  HIV patients are at increased risk of developing active 
tuberculosis (TB). The workshop will address screening 
clients for latent TB, including the new interferon-release 
assays (IGRA). Detection of active contagious TB can 
be challenging, so examples of educational cases will be 
presented. As foreign-born clients with HIV have 	
especially increased risk of TB, recent experiences in 	
Uganda will be presented. Infection control in HIV  
clinics also will be reviewed.

STDs and HIV as 
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C O N F E R E N C E :
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  Thursday, October 29, 2009, continued

4.		 Substance Use Track: 
		� Treatment of Alcohol Use Disorders:   

Is Abstinence the Only Effective Form of 
Recovery?	�	�  �

		�  SPEAKER: Jennifer Harrison, MSW, Program Manager, 
Co-occurring and Evidence-Based Practices, 	
Kalamazoo Community Mental Health and Substance 	
Abuse Services, Hopkins, MI

		�  Abstinence from alcohol may be the best option for some 
individuals with substance use disorder. For many clients, 
however, an abstinence-only philosophy does not meet 
them where they are and sets up barriers to engage-
ment in treatment and positive treatment outcomes. 
This workshop will explore alternative treatment options 
and outcomes, focusing on the benefits of, and possible 
strategies for, harm reduction approaches to problematic 
alcohol use. The importance of understanding the entire-
ty of a client’s life experiences and the role alcohol may 
play in coping with current or past situations, including 
trauma, will be explored. Ms. Harrison  also will discuss 
how successfully addressing these life experiences and 
working with clients to develop alternative coping mech-
anisms can be critical to positive behavior change.

5.		 Prevention and Outreach Track: 
		N othing About Us, Without Us  
		� SPEAKER: Eugenia Eng, MPH, DrPH, Professor of 

Health Behavior and Health Education, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Public Health, 
Chapel Hill, NC

		� This workshop will address strategies for inclusion of 
various target populations in the creation and delivery of 	
HIV-prevention and care services.

6. ���		C ounseling and Testing Track:  
		 Integrating STD Screening with HIV Counseling, 	
		 Testing, and Referral (CTR) 
		 SPEAKERs:  
		� Monique Green-Jones, MPH, Manager of Clinical  

and Prevention Services, Wayne State University/
Horizons Project, Detroit, MI

�		�  Chloe Manor, BA, Training Manager, Planned 
		�  Parenthood Mid and South Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

		� Vennishia Jackson Smith, MBA, PH, HIV/STD 
Prevention Coordinator, Ingham County Health 
Department, Lansing, MI

		� This workshop will address important skills-building  
during STD screening while meeting HIV prevention  
and testing requirements. The panel will address  
strategies to successfully integrate STD and HIV  
screening and testing requirements in a single  
session, while recognizing the differences  
between them.

7. �	�	 Health Disparities Track: 
		� Addressing Social Determinants of Health:  	

Building Capacity of Social Service and Social 	
Change  

		� SPEAKER: Linda Stewart Campbell, MPH, Project 
Director, Building Movement Project, Detroit, MI

		�  This session is designed to introduce a step-by-step 	
process that social service agencies can use to enable 	
staff to address the underlying causes of health dispari-
ties through focus on the social determinants within the 
context of their usual services and activities.

8. 	�	 STD Clinical Issues Track:
		 Field-Delivered Therapy and Beyond 
		 SPEAKERs:
		�  Michelle Thorne, RN, BSN, Program Manager, 

Kalamazoo County Health & Community Services 	
Department, Nazareth, MI

		� Karen Gray, STD Disease Intervention Specialist, 	
Kalamazoo County Health & Community Services 	
Department, Nazareth, MI

		�� STD numbers are rising and local public health resources 
are shrinking. Field-Delivered Therapy (FDT) is one way 
to address this issue. Learn what FDT is, its legal 	limita-
tions, and how Kalamazoo County implemented it.

9.		 STD Prevention Issues Track:
		 Stigma as a Barrier to STD & HIV Treatment 
		� SPEAKER: Angulique Outlaw, PhD, Assistant 

Professor and Director of Prevention and Outreach 
Services, Wayne State University/Children’s Hospital  
of Michigan, Detroit, MI

		��  This workshop will address how stigma associated with 
STDs and HIV infection is an important barrier to indi-
viduals seeking testing, access to treatment, and entry 
into care.

12:15 p.m.		
Lunch

1:30 p.m.		
Break; move to workshops

STD & HIV                     conference

15th Annual



  Thursday, October 29, 2009, continued

1:45 p.m.		
Workshop Sessions:  Group B

10.	STD Clinical Issues Track: 
		 Youth-Friendly Clinics 
		 SPEAKER: Lisa M. Henry-Reid, MD, Division of 
		 Adolescent Medicine, John H. Stroger, Jr., Hospital of 
		 Cook County, Chicago, IL

		�  This workshop will address important components of 
adolescent-friendly health services. Strategies for engag-
ing youth populations in dialogue about their health also 
will be presented. The HEEADSSS (H: Home; E: Education/
Employment; E: Exercise/Eating; A: Activities; D: Drugs; 
S: Suicide/Depression; S: Sexuality; S: Safety) model of 
patient interviewing will be discussed.

11. 	�Harm Reduction Track:  
Saving Lives Today: The Role of Overdose 
Prevention in Current Interventions  
SPEAKER:  Sharon Stancliff, MD, Medical Director, 
Harm Reduction Coalition, New York, NY

	� People who inject drugs intravenously are at a high risk 
for contracting HIV, hepatitis B, and hepatitis C. A more 
immediate, and potentially fatal threat, is overdose. 
Unintentional drug overdose is the second leading cause of 
accidental death in the United States. Providing overdose 
prevention education to users of illicit� drugs, as well as to 

	 service providers who work �with them, is a �critical harm
	 reduction strategy — providing education on staying alive.
 	 This workshop will provide an overview of overdose  
	� prevention, explain why it is an important component 

of comprehensive health care, and identify situations in 
which the risk of overdose is heightened. This workshop 
also will identify practical strategies clients can use to  
prevent overdose and help service providers recognize 
opportunities for integrating overdose prevention  
messages into existing interventions.

12.		STD Prevention Track: 
	 	Feast to Famine: Implementing the Gonorrhea/
		C hlamydia Reduction Plan in Michigan’s 
		C urrent Economy  
�		� SPEAKER: Amy S. Peterson, MPH, STD Program 

Specialist, Michigan Department of Community Health, 
Detroit, MI 

		�  This session will highlight successes achieved in imple-
menting the Gonorrhea/Chlamydia Reduction Plan in 
2009, including the number of additional cases identified 
and treated. Participants will receive newly developed 
partner management tools. Michigan Department of 
Community Health 2010 screening recommendations  
also will be presented.

13. �	�Counseling and Testing Track: 	  
Challenges and Impact of Successes with Routine 
Screening (Rapid Testing) on Counseling, Testing, 
and Referral (CTR) Services in Michigan 

		� Speaker: Jeanine Hernandez, BS, Counseling 
and Testing Coordinator, Michigan Department of 
Community Health, Lansing, MI 

		�  This session will highlight challenges and successes 
around routine rapid testing in clinic settings. Issues to be 
discussed include challenges around routinized screening 
efforts and the increase of testing uptake.

14. 	�Counseling and Testing Track: 
		 Why Can’t We Be Friends? (LHDs and CBOs)  
		 SPEAKERs:  
		 Denise Bryan, MPA, STI/HIV Supervisor, Kent County 		
		 Health Department, Grand Rapids, MI

		 Erin Avery, RN, BSN, Public Health Nurse, DIS, Kent 
		 County Health Department, Grand Rapids, MI

		� Jennifer Marcum, Executive Director, The Grand Rapids 
Red Project, Grand Rapids, MI

		�  Cathleen Wilczynski, MS, RN, CS, Washtenaw County 
Public Health Department, Ypsilanti, MI 

		�  This session is designed to explore the importance of 
nurturing the relationship between local health depart-
ments (LHDs) and various community-based organizations 
(CBOs) as they each promote their individual mission in 
the same community. In a time of such economic strife, 
can we afford to work in silos, have duplicate services 
and/or competing attitudes? Can the client be served 
more effectively and efficiently with seamless referrals 
and united forces? The panel of LHD and CBO staff will 
share their successes and challenges as well as provide an 
example of Counselor Assisted Referral Form (CARF), a 
Letter of Agreement, and Memorandum of Understanding.    

15.		Health Disparities Track: 
		 Using Data to Shape HIV/STD Prevention 
		 Programming in MSM Populations of Color 
		 SPEAKERs: 
		�  Rebecca Bishop, URS Data Coordinator, Michigan 	

Department of Community Health, Lansing, MI

		� Elizabeth Hamilton, MPH, HIV Epidemiology Specialist, 
Michigan Department of Community Health, Lansing, MI

		�  Kathryn Macomber, MPH, STD Epidemiologist, 
Michigan Department of Community Health,  
Lansing, MI 

		�  This workshop will review currently available data sources 
in the HIV and STD programs for MSM of color. Examples 
of data collected include data from HIV surveillance, STD 
surveillance, and CareWare–internet services that man-
age servers that collect data. Each section will overview 
its available data, the limitations of the data and, how this 
information compares to other programs. Each section 
also will present a brief update on current trends and 
issues among this population.

10
STD & HIV                     conference
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  Thursday, October 29, 2009, continued

16. �	�STD Clinical Issues Track: 
		 Herpes Clinical Update 
		�  Speaker: Curt Bubel, PhD, Professor Emeritus, 

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine,  
Cincinnati, OH

		�  This workshop will address the current incidence and 
prevalence rates of genital herpes simplex virus (HSV); 
the pathogenesis and clinical manifestations of HSV;  
current diagnostic tests; and therapeutic strategies for 
genital HSV.

17.		Substance Use Track: 
		 The New Battleground of the War on Drugs: 
		 The Womb 
		� Speaker:  Lynn Paltrow, JD, Founding Executive 

Director, National Advocates for Pregnant Women,  
New York, NY 

		�  This workshop will provide an overview of public policy 
responses to the issue of pregnant women who use 
drugs. Since the late 1980’s, “crack moms” and “crack 
babies” have been the subject of vigorous public debate.  
Much of this debate has been governed by speculation 
and medical misinformation reported as fact in both 
medical journals and the popular press. Response has 
also been influenced by the war on drugs and the effort 
to establish fetal rights under the law. This session will 
explore current research regarding prenatal exposure to 
drugs; discuss current public policies and their relative 
value; and positive approaches that will really advance 
shared health and social interests.  Practical strategies 
for reducing harm associated with drug use, including 
ways to reduce the likelihood of HIV and perinatal  
transmission, will also be discussed.

18: 	�Care and Treatment Track:  
The Importance of a Partnership with the HIV/
AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) 

�	�	� Speaker:  Chris Hanson, Michigan ADAP and 
Dental Program Coordinator, Michigan Department of 
Community Health, Lansing, MI

		�  This workshop will focus on maintaining a working 
knowledge of ADAP in order to best serve clients. This 
session will be an equivalent to the ADAP 101 training 
from the National Alliance of State & Territorial AIDS 
Directors (training to orient new ADAP Coordinators).

3:00 p.m.		
Break with Exhibitors

3:30 p.m.		
Workshop Sessions: Group C

19.		Harm Reduction Track:
		�  Harm Reduction as Social Justice  
		�  SPEAKER: Ann Shindo, PhD, MPH, MSW, MS, Adult 

Viral Hepatitis Prevention Coordinator, Oregon Public 
Health Division, Portland, OR  

		� Populations at high risk for HIV, viral hepatitis, and other 
sexually transmitted diseases often experience stereotyp-
ing and stigmatization. This workshop will explore how 
the resulting marginalization and discrimination actually 
contributes to higher rates of incidence and prevalence 
of disease in these populations, as well as increased  
morbidity and mortality among those infected. There  
will also be discussion of how disparities in health status, 
lack of access to health information and services, and 
denial of the right to make informed and supported  
decisions need to be addressed through social justice 
efforts. The “Nothing about Us, Without Us” philoso-
phy will be explored, including the right of impacted 
populations to be involved in discussions, decisions, and 
program development and delivery. Participants will be 
asked to explore the role they can play in ensuring that 
this philosophy is supported.

20.	STD Clinical Issues Track:
		 STD’s in Pregnancy
		�  SPEAKER: Thomas Petroff, DO, Chief Medical 

Officer, VMPA Ingham Regional Medical Center and 
Chair, McLaren Health Care Senior Medical Leadership 
Committee, Lansing, MI 

		�  This session will provide information on STD testing, 
treatment, and prevention during pregnancy. Specific 
topics will include Michigan laws about testing of  
pregnant women and the clinical standards for bacterial  
STD screening, testing, and treatment. Dr. Petroff will 
explore recommendations for syphilis testing based on 
geographic prevalence, herpes and neonatal herpes  
during pregnancy, and other non-bacterial STDs such as 
bacterial vaginosis and trichomoniasis. Treatment of the 
infant of an infected mother also will be addressed.

21.	�	�STD Prevention Issues: 
		�C ase Management Module in the Michigan 

Disease Surveillance System (MDSS) 
		�  SPEAKER: Kathryn Macomber, MPH, STD 

Epidemiologist, Michigan Department of Community 
Health, Lansing, MI 

		�  This workshop will advise local health department STD 
staff on the new case management module being added 
to the MDSS in fall 2009. Topics will include how training 
will be conducted, the new components of the system, 
program expectations, workflow changes, extensive  
orientation with screen shots, and moving through the 
various system attributes.
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22.		�Care and Treatment Track:
		 Prisons and the Courts:  Behind Bars
		�  SPEAKER: Raymond Cotton, RN, AD, Coordinator, 

Prison Partner Services, Court-Ordered Testing-
Victims of Sexual Assault and Peer Education Program, 
Michigan Department of Community Health, 

		L ansing, MI

		�  This workshop will provide an overview of the Partner 
Services Program conducted within the Michigan 
Department of Corrections, as well as an overview of 
court-ordered testing, the protocol for notifying victims 
of sexual assault, and the peer education program.

23.		Prevention and Outreach Track:
		� Hey, It’s Viral:  Using Media to Communicate 

Messages of Prevention and Activism 
		��  SPEAKERs: 

Tara Malik, MAM, Program Director, Beyondmedia 
Education, Chicago, IL

		�  Simon Fisher, MA, Distribution Coordinator, 
Beyondmedia Education, Chicago, IL 

		�  This presentation will describe the “HIV: Hey, It’s Viral 
Project”, its implementation in high school classrooms, 
and its usefulness as a prevention and organizing tool. 

24.	�Prevention and Outreach Track:
		 Partner Services Guidelines  
		��  SPEAKERs: 

Tracy Peterson-Jones, MSW, Partner Services 
Consultant, Michigan Department of Community 
Health, Detroit, MI

		�  Audrea Woodruff, MA, Partner Services Coordinator, 
Michigan Department of Community Health,  
Detroit, MI  

		�  The session will review the history and current opera-
tions of Partner Services in Michigan, and discuss 
the highlights of the new Centers for Disease Control 
& Prevention’s Partner Services recommendations. 
Michigan’s response to the new initiative also will be  
examined.

25.		Counseling and Testing Track:
		 Lies That Bind® - The Locks and Keys 
		�  SPEAKER: Anneshia Freeman, MBA, CAC-M,  

Program Director, Outreach Counselor, Lies That  
Bind® Arbor Circle, Grand Rapids, MI 

		�  This session will answer the question “Why do people  
continue doing the same negative behaviors despite  
the consequences?” The session will outline the  
findings of several experts in the fields of neuro- 
science and psychology. The expert’s argument is  
that every decision a person makes, whether negative  
or positive, can be traced to a subconscious belief  
developed during the formative years. This session  
will describe how these beliefs are formed, their  

effects, and how they can be reprogrammed. Participants 
will learn strategies for reprogramming negative subcon-
scious beliefs that lead to risk reduction. 

26. Health Disparities Track:
		  �Meeting a Community’s Mental Health Needs
		�  SPEAKERs:  

Todd Bradley, Insight Recovery Center, Detroit, MI

		�W  est Johnson, Insight Recovery Center, Detroit, MI

		�  Alcohol addiction, substance abuse and other mental 
health issues affect nearly 20 million Americans. The 
decision to seek mental health services for these issues 
can be life changing, but also overwhelming for those 
suffering from the problems and their families. How do 
communities, families, and individuals successfully meet 
mental health and substance abuse treatment and pre-
vention needs? How do you know what services are avail-
able and how they can be accessed to help people heal 
and restore the quality of their life?  This session will 
demonstrate how quality mental health services can be 
successfully delivered in a comprehensive and cost 

		 effective manner.

27: Care and Treatment Track:
		C ase Manager Forum  
		�  SPEAKERs:  

Debra Hutchinson, BA, Medical Case Manager, 
Wellness AIDS Services, Inc., Flint, MI

		�P  atricia Love, LLMSW, Director of Client Services, 
HIV/AIDS Resource Center (HARC), Ypsilanti, MI

		 Timothy Neal, AIDS Care Supervisor, BASIS/SHRC,  
		 Bay City, MI

		�  This panel of case managers will discuss how to identify 
a client’s needs and the steps required to address those 
needs. This session will discuss ways of transitioning  
clients to empowerment and out of care, as well as  
the barriers case managers face in a time of limited 
resources.

4:45 p.m.  
Adjourn
Awards Reception and Presentation	
Supported by Gilead Sciences

remarks by:  Cynthia E. Rogers, Patient Advocate, 
The Family Clinic, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 
Hueytown, AL  
(No continuing education credit available.)

The STD & HIV Conference annual awards  
will be presented by:  
Kimberly Snell, Michigan Department of Community 
Health
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  Friday, October 30, 2009

8:00 a.m.		
Registration and Continental Breakfast 
with the Exhibitors

9:00 a.m.		
Concurrent Keynote Addresses:
�A.  Current Issues in HIV and Substance Abuse

SPEAKER: Beverly Watts-Davis, Director, Center for  
Substance Abuse Prevention, Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration, Rockville, MD  

The growing numbers of people living with and affected 
by HIV/AIDS make it important to get the latest word out 
about problems related to the illness, prevention, and its 
treatment. Comprehensive HIV prevention and treatment 
includes a variety of complementary components to help 
drug-using populations increase their protective behaviors 
and reduce their risks for HIV/AIDS, as well as other blood-
borne infections, such as hepatitis C virus (HCV), and other 
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs).  This presentation will 
address current issues in the mental health aspects of HIV/
AIDS and the ethical issues of providing services to people 
living with or affected by HIV/AIDS to help improve their 
health outcomes.

�B.  �Strengthening Public/Private Partnerships to 
Fight Chlamydia in Michigan�

SPEAKER: Raul Romaguera, DMD, MPH, National 
Chlamydia Screening Coordinator, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA  
This presentation will address the work of the National 
Chlamydia Coalition (NCC). The NCC was convened in 2008, 
with a particular focus on increasing chlamydia screening 
rates in the private sector. In Michigan, approximately 75 
percent of chlamydia cases are diagnosed in the private 
sector. Participants will learn how public and private entities 
can work together to decrease infections in Michigan.

10:15 a.m.		
Break in Exhibit Area

10:30 a.m.		
Workshop Sessions:  Group D

28.		�Harm Reduction Track:
		� Homelessness: How Shelter Policies Put People 

at Greater Risk for Transmission  
		�  Speaker: Christopher Parks, PhD, Project Helping 

Hands, Neighborhood Services Organization,  
Detroit, MI  

		�  Dr. Parks will help the participants develop a greater 
understanding of the culture of homelessness. He will 
examine ways in which shelter policies may impact 
increasing risks for the transmission of HIV, STDs, and 
hepatitis. He will identify strategies and techniques  
that can be effective in working with the homeless 
population.

	

29.		STD Prevention Issues Track: 
		� The Internet and Public Health:  Keeping Up 

with Current Trends  
		�  SPEAKERs:  

Stephan Adelson, President, Adelson Consulting 
Services, Inc., Chelsea, MA

		�  Nancy Deising, BS, STD Provider Liaison, Michigan 
Department of Community Health, Detroit, MI  

		�  This session will provide participants with a better 
understanding of the types of internet interventions 
available when working with clients who use the inter-
net as a venue to connect socially. Public health-friendly 
internet communities and how they can be useful will  
be identified. Finally, the status of inSPOT Michigan  
will be described.

30.  Substance Use Track: 
		� Working with Youth Involved in Sex Trade:  

Girls, Boys and Transgender Youth  
		�  SPEAKER: Claudine O’Leary, BA, Rethink Resources, 

Milwaukee, WI  

		�  Prostitution, sex work, sex trade, commercial sexual 
exploitation—these terms often bring to mind the image 
of a woman on a street corner. The reality is that people 
involved in the sex trade are more than this one-dimen-
sional stereotype. Boys, girls, and transgender youth can 
be involved in the sex trade in a wide range of ways—
from survival needs to sex work to ritual abuse. This 
workshop will explore the ways youth are involved in sex 
work, as well as the relationship between youth sex work 
and substance use. Participants will be able to identify 
how involvement in the sex trade and substance use can 
put youth at increased risk for contracting HIV, sexu-
ally transmitted infections (STIs), and HCV, as well as be 
able to identify strategies to reduce the harms of being 
involved in the sex trade.

31.		Youth Issues Track: 
		� The Young and the Restless:  The Changing 

Face of Injection Drug Use  
		�  SPEAKER: Yaya Liem, Syringe Exchange Coordinator, 

Prevention Point Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA 

		�  The demographics of people who use injection drugs 
and hormones is shifting to younger populations who 
may not live in urban centers. Younger injectors are at 
an increased risk for hepatitis C and HIV for a variety of 
reasons that will be explored more fully in the workshop.  
Participants will learn potential strategies for accessing 
this “hidden” population and delivering more effective 
prevention programming.

                   conference

15th Annual
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32.		Care and Treatment Track: 
		�C ommunity Building:  U-N-I-T-Y-, U-N-I-T-Y—

That’s a UNITY!
		�  SPEAKER: Tony Alvarado-Rivera, Mentor Program 

Coordinator, Howard Brown Health Center, Chicago, IL

		�  This workshop will examine ideas, processes and/or 
interventions that can assist in building “community” 
and community change within our targeted populations 
to further the goals of changing community norms of 
risk behaviors.

33.  Youth Issues Track: 
		� TK 2 Me Plz:  Understanding Youth Language  

as Culture  
		�  SPEAKER: Jihannh Jones, Program Coordinator, 

Michigan AIDS Coalition, Ferndale, MI

		�  This session will explore language currently used  
by youth in cyber communications. Barriers to  
communicating with youth will be discussed, along  
with strategies for developing effective prevention  
messaging which targets today’s youth.

34: Health Disparities Track:
		�E nhancing Cultural Competency of Medical 

Providers in Addressing the Medical Needs  
in MSM  

		  SPEAKER: Paul Benson, DO, Berkley, MI 

		� This session will explore why it is important for medi-
cal providers to be culturally competent to attend to the 
medical needs of the MSM population. Dr. Benson will 
discuss culturally appropriate techniques for working 
with MSM. 

35.  Youth Issues Track: 
		� “What’s the T?” Effective Strategies for Working 

with Transgender Youth  
		�  SPEAKER: Casey Schwartz, BA, Trans Youth 

Specialist, Howard Brown Health Center, Chicago, IL 

		�  This workshop will address the issues, challenges and  
concrete strategies for effective prevention efforts with 
the transgender youth population. The unique factors 
that place transgender youth at greater risk for negative 
health and life outcomes will be discussed.

36. Youth Issues Track: 
		� Between the Cracks:  Working with Youth in 

Institutional Settings 
		�  SPEAKER: LaRonda Chastang, MSW, Grants Manager, 

Vista Maria, Dearborn Heights, MI 

		�  Michigan’s institutional care systems focus on basic 
needs with limited attention to healthy adolescent sexual 
development and behavior. This session will identify  
current sexual health issues for adolescents in foster 
care and other institutional settings, as well as potential 
partners for cross-training foster care parents and  
counselors in HIV and STD prevention.

11:45 a.m.		
Lunch 

12:30 p.m.		
Closing Keynote:  It Couldn’t Happen to Me!
Supported by Gilead Sciences

SPEAKER: Cynthia E. Rogers, Patient Advocate, The 
Family Clinic, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 
Hueytown, AL

The closing session will encompass a candid biographical 
look at an average African-American woman’s journey from 
the day of receiving an HIV positive diagnosis to the present.

1:15 p.m.		
Must-Be-Present-to-Win Prize Drawing
Closing Remarks 

1:30 p.m.  
Adjourn

                   conference




